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| AN was not intended for a ſequeſtered 
Life, but to be uſeful to Society. The 
Good of Society, then, becomes his Aim in a 
civilized State. The Sciences have a general 
Tendency to the Good of Society, but Patriotiſm 
regards it in a more particular Senſe. Patriotiſm 
is as natural as a Love to Relations ; for what is a 
Nation but many 'Families collected into one ? As 
the Effects of Government are felt by every Indi- 
vidual, the Conduct of it ſhould be conſidered by 
all Conditions of Men. Elſe, there would be no 
Check upon thoſe, who are entruſted with the Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice ; no Stop to the progreſs: 
of Corruption ; but the People would be blindly 
led. 


Patriotiſm 
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Patriotiſm is a zealous and ſteady Attachment to 
the Liberty and real Intereſts of our Country. 
But too often is this alluring Name made a Cover 
to the ſelfiſh and ambitious Defigns of thoſe, 
who court the Applauſe of a deluded Populace. 


It is Ambition, and not Patriotiſm, that would 
build up the Grandeur of one on the Ruin of 
many States. A Patriot wiſhes not his Country 


to be too powerful in the Scale of Empires. To . | 


a Patriot it would be no Joy, that ſhe ſhould be- 
come, like ancient Rome, the Miſtreſs of the 
World; for ſuch an Elevation muſt bring on a 

Decline, and end in her Deſtruction. It is the | 
the Caprice of a ſeditious Leader of a Multitude, 
not Patriotiſm, which ſuppoſes, that Men could live 
peaceably together without Subordination. We 
need not look into the early Hiſtories of Nations 
to examine this; our own daily Experience muſt 
reach us its Impoſfibility. The Age was ſoon at 
an End, in which there was no Neceſſity for uſing 
Force to keep Man in his Duty. The bad Effects 
of Confufion being experienced, it was found 
neceſſary for the Security of Individuals, and the 
Good of Society, that thoſe ſhould be placed 


over each Community, whoſe Patriotiſm was un- 
ſuſpected 
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ſuſpected; whoſe Wiſdom was conſpicuous; and 
u ho ſeemed to be marked out by Nature for Supert- 

ority. Theſe being empowered with the Diſtri- 
butiong of Rewards and Puniſhments, a State of 
Diſcipline was obtained. Nations, according 
to their ſeveral Judgtnents, placed the ſupreme 
Power, ſome in one Man; ſome in a few Men; 
and others in the whole People, each Citizen hav- 
ing a Voice in the Deciſion of the Affairs of the 
Nation. But Inconveniences in each of thefe were 
ſoon diſcovered. An unlimited Monarchy, has 
often been deſtructixe of Liberty. Faction is the 
Conſequence of Ariſtocracy. Democracy i is only 
a ſpecious Name for Anarchy: When Conſpira- 
tors are to be Judges of a Conſpiracy; ; when In- 
ſurrections are to be tried by thoſe, who have 
been their Promoters; what can be expected ? 
Through the Patrotiſm of our Anceſtors, the 
Britiſh Conſtitution poſſeſſes the Advantages, and 
is free from the Abuſes, of all theſe Forms of 
Government. No Prince can be a Tyrant on the 
Throne of Britain. No Britiſh Noble has Power 
to raiſe a Party, which could be dangerous to the 
State. The People enjoy their Liberty; have a 
conſiderable Part in the Legiſlature; are governed 
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by their own Laws; yet are prevented, by higher 
Powers, from the Exceſſes of Fopular Govern- 
ments. Our Patriotiſm, then, ſhould not conſiſt 
in ſowing Animoſities and Jealoufies in the State; 
nor in deſiring to annul the Principles of the Con- 
ſtirution, for the ſake of Party, and private Inte- 
reſts; but in ſtrictly adhering to Rights, ſo vali- 
ently purchaſed, ſo ſtedfaſtly maintained, and 
which are the only Barrier of our Liberties. 


It is now a Century ago ſince the ever me- 


morable Revolution of Britain ; an Event, for its 
Conſequences, to be confidered as the higheſt Ef- 
fect of Patriotiſm. Thenevery Hope of Tyranny 
was blaſted ; and the Nation, with the trueſt Spirit 
of Patriotiſm, reſiſted the arbitrary Meaſures of 
Deſpotiſm, blinded, furious Zeal, and tyrannizing 
Force. Elfe, for our Patriotiſm, we ſhould now 
be ſuffering Baniſhment, the Axe, the Gallows ; 
for our Conſcience ſhould we be Burning at the 
Stake; until the Land were rid of every Lover of 
his Country; till Superſtition and a bloody Bigotry 
were raiſed triumphant over true Religion; and 
Britons, by Fire and Sword, were forced to ſubmit 
to Bondage and the Church of Rome. But 
\ Providence 
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Providence beſtowed on us Patriots and Heroes ; 
ſent us a Deliverer; and, ever fince, hath bleſſed 
us with excellent Princes; and, laſtly, with one, to 
crown the Whole, whom, for Goodneſs of Heart, 
and Love to his Country, ſcarcely a Monarch on 
the Earth has equalled. Vet of late hath ariſen an 
Author, too deſpicable for Reproach, too ridicu- 
lous for Satire, who hath aſſumed the Name of 
oneg who was an Ornament to his Country, and 
was employed in a truly glorious Manner; in 
rendering a Prince beloved by his Subjects, and 
reſpected by Poſterity. How contrary were the 
illuſtrious Endeavours of this Grecian Poet to the 
diabolical Machinations of him who polutes his 
Name, and attempts to lower, in his Country's 
View, an amiable and Patriot King! But he at- 
tempts in vain. Britons are not yet inſenſible to 
Gratitude and Affection, but are weeping for the 
Affliction of their Sovereign, convinced that the 
Good of the Kingdom has ever been the Object 
of his Reign. May his ming be an for 
15 People's e govt 


Ought not we, chat who have enjoyed ſuch 
ineſtimable Privileges, to be aſhamed at the Re- 
collection 
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collection of the Patriotiſm of the Heathens? Vet 
how miſtaken were their Motives; when even the 
Philoſophic Seneca could commend, to the Roman 
Senate, the Emperor's Pfagicide ; and Ariitides, 
poſſeſſed of the honourable and deſerved Title of 
The Juſt, was of Opinion, 'that Juſtice muſt give 
way to the Exigency of the State ! But by us, who 
have the ſuperior Advantage of the Chriſtian Re- 
velation, ſhall national Juſtice and Humanity be 
violated in the moſt inhuman Practices? For a 
pecuniary Benefit, ſhall we plunge into à cruel 
Slavery our Fellow Creatures, over whom we can 


aſſert no Power of Right but Force? Is this 1 
conſiſtent with Patriotiſm ? Becauſe it is unjuſt, 


it muſt be impolitic; for Juſtice only is true Policy. 
As it is contrary to Reaſon, it could have been ex- 
pected only from Barbarians, Yet theſe Uſurpers 
of the Rights of others, who are as free by Nature 
as themſelves, bave divided their own States 
into gradual Orders, and bound all by wile and 
equitable Laws, that one Part of the Community 
might not overturn another, and thus deftroy 
the Liberty of the Whole. Surely, in this Parti- 
lar, Europeans too much reſemble a Banditti, 
ho fuppoſe, that they muſt be faithful to 
of cach 
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each other, and may plunder with. Impunity 


and Honour. Is not this incredible of thoſe, wb 


boaſt of Human Nature, and its pretended Digs 
nity, the high Poliſh of Reaſon, the Culture of 
the Arts, and the Refinements of Ages? Shall 
we continue this abominable Traffic, which leaves 
a Stain upon the Age never to be wiped away? 
Let us ſtop, before we are puniſhed with the 
Loſs of another America ; or with internal Trou- 
bles more dreadful in their Conſequence ! But 
may the innocent be free, and Puniſhment be con- 
fined to thoſe falſe Patriots, whoſe execrable Ad 
vice is the Cauſe of ſuch Injuſtice'! For no other 
Purpoſe, may their Names be prevented from fall- 
ing into Oblivion, than to excite, at the Remem- 
brance of them, Horror and Diſguft ! 


Ye Politicians !. ye on whom Nature hath be- 
ſtowed more ſplengid Abilities, and raiſed above 
the ordinary Courſe of Men- let Juſtice be the 
Principle of all your Actions! Far from you be 
the Counſels of a Balaam or a Machiavel !! Sepa- 
rate not moral Rectitude and the Intereſt of the 
State. Be circumſpect, alſo, of your private 
Characters. Think not, that ye are exempted ſrom 
Virtue by your Service to the State. Ye may be 
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25 noxious, by your Vices, as, by all your Penetra- 

tion, ye can be uſeful to Society. For how can 

any one condemn, in a public Capacity, what, in 

ſecret, he practiſes. 


Not only our Intereſts, but, if neceſſary, our 
Lives alſo muſt be ſacrificed for the Good of our 
Country. Thus ated Leonidas and the three hun- 
dred Lacedcemonians,who bravely oppoſed Xerxes, 
at the Head of a Million of Men ; and who, on 
the Plains of Thermopylæ, fell for their Coun- 
try, “in Obedience to her ſacred Laws.” By 
exhibiting the Perſiaa Weakneſs and the Spartan 
Strength, theſe Patriots animated the Greeks. 


Their Example ſhewed to Poſterity, that it is the 


Valour, and not the Number, of an Army, which 
commands the Victory. To their Patriotiſm, 
the Succeſs of Alexander's Raſhneſs, os 
* be aſcribed. | 


A Patriot is of no leſs Utility in the Cloſet 
than in the Field. He muſt give up his Pleaſures, 
Wealth, and Eaſe, for the Sake of his Country, 
and look for his Happineſs in her Proſperity. He 
muſt diligently proſecute his Studies, and add, to 
et | { 7" 2: 
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his own, the Labours of the Learned, enriched 
with the Spoils of Time. Thus muſt he cultivate 
his Talents, and render them fubſcrvient to tho 
Welfare of his Country. | 


Fiow noble is Patriotiſm ! In Honour and Im- 
portance it yeilds to Nothing but Religion ; for 
on the Precepts of Religion ſhould every Patriot 
be formed. Religion is the trueſt Patriotiſm; it ex- 
tends beyond the limits of Time; and compriſes 
a conſtant, ardent, and unfeigned Love, not on- 
ly to a Family, a Party, a Nation, but to every 


Creature of the Human Race. 
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May I be qualified, however humbly, for fo 
momentous an Embafly ! fo glorious an Employ ! 


hos Tp 


N 
= WS a 


